Sep 9-12, 2018
Course Offerings
Sunday Evening
UMCOR Foundations-Why engage in disaster ministry? What are the phases of disaster? Who are the
players? Where do the resources come from? What are our mission and values? We will
address these questions and more! This session is the foundational training that
grounds all of our efforts in disaster ministry. If you have not attended this in the past
few years, please join us! Leader: Angela Overstreet, United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR) Consultant.

Session 1
Multi-Cultural Church Relations Panel-Panelists include:
Josephine Deere of the Oklahoma Indian Missionary
Conference
Rev. Kalaba Chali Dir. of Mercy & Justice Ministries,
Great Plains Conference
Orlando Gallardo Parra Assoc. Pastor Trinity UMC:
Community Organizer for Communities Creating Opportunities, Great Plains Conference.
Join us to ask questions about how to reach across cultural barriers to do ministry together as a diverse
church!
What’s Next: After the Mission-Whether your experience was “what a GREAT experience!” or “we’ve
never worked so hard”, missions can be hard to describe to those back home. How do
you effectively share your story with people who haven’t served in mission? How do
you answer those who say your time and money could be better used in your own
town? How do you think and pray about the tough questions that arise after a mission?
This workshop will explore what comes next: after the mission. Leader: Lisa Beth-White,
Founder of Sister of Hope Ministries.

Session 2
Disaster Team Leadership-Whether you lead Early Response Teams or Long Term Recovery Teams, there
are important things to know when leading a disaster response mission. Learn how
disaster repair and recovery reconstruction missions differ from other short-term
opportunities and how best to guide your team through these experiences. Leader:
Tom Vencuss, UMCOR Consultant.

Spiritual Growth in Mission-As Methodist we are charged with making disciples for the transformation of
the world. One of the most memorable ways of doing is participating in mission
experiences. In Spiritual Growth in Mission we will discuss the impact that mission
experiences can have on a person’s life. This course will highly influenced by the
participation and sharing of experience from the leader and participants. Leader:
Charlie Ludden, Oklahoma Conference Assoc. Dir. Project Transformation.

Mission in the “Glocal” Context-Examine the implications of cultural blindness in mission and receive
tools to articulate a biblical theology of mission that takes cultural contexts seriously.
We will critically examine the impact of cultural presuppositions, discuss cross-cultural
competency, and critique our own cultural biases. Leader: Rev. Kalaba Chali, Great
Plains Conference Dir. of Mercy & Justice Ministries.

Session 3
Connecting Neighbors: Introduction & Ready Churches-This is a two-part course. Enrolling in this session
will auto enroll you in Part 2 in session 4. For this topic, there are three focus areas:
Ready Congregants-focusing on personal preparedness, Ready Churches-focusing on
your church facility and congregational preparedness, and Ready Response-with a focus
on making connections with key people/institutions in your community for the purposes
of pre-planning for disaster response. Leader: Audrey Phelps, South Central Jurisdiction
Dir. of Volunteers in Mission & Disaster Response.
*Mission in the “Glocal” Context-Repeat of Session 2.
Shaped By God’s Mission: Part 1-Equipping leaders to lead youth and young adults in mission. Shaped
by God’s Mission is a team leaders training model designed specifically
to train leaders how to lead mission teams of youth and/or young
adults. This is a two-part course. Enrolling in this session will auto enroll
you in Part 2 in session 4. Leaders: Lori Foster, Oklahoma Conference
Volunteers in Mission Coordinator & Charlie Ludden, Oklahoma
Conference Assoc. Dir. Project Transformation.

Introduction to Ministry of Care-All United Methodist disaster response has embedded within it our
mandate to be a caring Christian presence in the midst of the pain that encompasses
disaster survivors. This introduction will offer strategies to support the inner emotional
and spiritual turmoil that survivors experience as they face the outward physical
challenges of disaster recovery. Leader: Laraine Waughtal, Louisiana Conference Dir. of
Missional Engagements & Outreach.

Session 4
*Connecting Neighbors: Ready Congregants & Response-Part 2 of previous.
*Focus on God’s Mission: Part 2-Part 2 of previous.
Partnering with Puerto Rico-Partnership in mission is key. With the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico
leading the rebuilding effort following Hurricane Maria, the Missouri Conference has
committed to walking alongside one community, Vieques. Engaging in direct aid
immediately after the storm, working hand in hand in longer-term recovery, and looking
for capacity building opportunities in the rebuild the recovery effort has demonstrated
the best of partnership and life together. Leader: Lucas Endicott, Missouri Conference
Mission Strategist.
*What’s Next: After the Mission- Repeat of Session 1.

Session 5
Race, Reconciliation & Social Justice-Honesty, humility, and hope are all needed to engage in
courageous conversations about race and racism. In this workshop, we will address
how to broach these sensitive subjects at church and will explore strategies on how to
turn our talk into cross-cultural dialogue, true reconciliation, and compassionate
service. Leader: Adrienne Denson Ewell, Missouri Conference Associate Pastor of
Campbell United Methodist Church.

*Spiritual Growth in Mission-Repeat of Session 2.

* Indicates repeated or continued session

